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Few Districts are better provided with railway communication, which
has been rapidly extended within recent years. The northern branch
of the Eastern Bengal State Railway intersects the west of the District
from south to north. From the Parvatipur station, on this line, the
Assam line strikes eastward, passing through Rangpur town and
ciossing the Tista and Dharla rivers by large bridges. In 1901 this
line had its terminus at Gitaldaha in Cooch Behar, but it has since
been extended to Dhubri in Assam; a branch line starts from the left
bank of the Tista and runs to Kurigram. The Bengal-Duars Railway
starts from the Lalmanir Hat station on the Assam line, and, after
traversing the north of the District, meets the Eastern Bengal State
Railway at Jalpaiguri. Finally, a branch line, called the Brahmaputra-
Sultanpur Branch Railway, from the Eastern Bengal State Railway at
Santahar traverses the Gaibanda subdivision to Phulchari, on the right
bank of the Brahmaputra. A new line from Kaunia to Bonarpara, on
the Brahmaputra-Sultanpur Branch Railway, has been recently sanc-
tioned. In 1903-4 the total length of roads was 2,477 miles, but of
these only 14 miles were metalled. They are maintained by the District
board, with occasional help from Provincial revenues for the upkeep
of feeder roads for the railways. The principal roads are those to Bogra,
Dinajpur, Jalpaiguri, Cooch Behar, Dhubri, Chilmari, and Phulchari.

The steamers of the India General and the Rivers Steam Navigation
Companies, which ply up and down the Brahmaputra, stop at four
stations within the District. The Tista and Dharla are navigable
throughout the year, and most of the other rivers during the rainy
season, by ordinary native trading boats and dug-outs. There are
146 public ferries, yielding an income of Rs. 48,000 per annum to
the District board, as well as numerous private ferries.

The famine which followed the storm and cyclone of the disastrous
year 1787 is said to have carried off  one-sixth  of the population.
Since that date no severe famine has visited the Dis-
trict, though in 1874 some relief was necessary.

For administrative purposes the District is divided into four sub-
divisions, with head-quarters at RANGPUR, NILPHAMARI, KURIGRAM,
and GAIBANDA. The staff at head-quarters comprises,          .

in addition to the Magistrate-Collector, four Deputy-
Magistrate-Collectors, while each of the other subdivisions is in charge
of a Deputy-Magistrate-Collector.

There are in all 14 criminal courts (including those of honorary
magistrates) and 9 civil courts : namely, those of the District and
Sessions Judge, Subordinate Judge, and two Munsifs at Rangpur town,
two at Kurigram, two at Gaibanda, and two at Nilphamari. Offences
against marriage and the abduction of girls are very common, and
cases of aison and petty burglary are also numerous.